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State College Area School District 
Office of Physical Plant 

Ed Poprik, Director 
 
  
To:          Board of School Directors, Facilities and Grounds Committee 
  
From:       Ed Poprik 
  
RE:           Elementary School projects 
  
Date:       April 11, 2018 
 
Process for material and graphics selections: 
Representatives from Crabtree Rohrbaugh and Associates (CRA) will attend the 
meeting to review the status of material and graphic selections associated with the 
Elementary School projects.  As the first phase of Radio Park is scheduled to open in 
about 4 months, time is of the essence for at least some of the selections.  With that 
in mind, the district has scheduled CRA to visit each of the 3 project sites following the 
meeting.  First, they will update and receive feedback from the staff at each building, 
then they will stay for an evening review with any interested parents or school 
community members. 
 
In addition to reviewing the materials, the Board should discuss the process and 
timeline for the final selections and approvals. 
 
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment/Interior Design Services: 
As was done with the High School project, the district has solicited a proposal from 
CRA to facilitate the Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment (FFE) process.  This proposal 
would have CRA work with staff to select appropriate items, solicit quotes, and aid in 
the procurement, ordering, and installation oversite.  See attached. 
 
Playgrounds and Outdoor Areas: 
While some funding was accounted for in the FFE budgets (about $50,000.00 for each 
school), no specific plans were bid as part of each project. 
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In the past, the Physical Plant office has worked with each building to purchase and 
install equipment at each site.  In most instances, these purchases have been bolstered 
by donations from the school PTO/PTA groups. 
 
Moving forward, administration is suggesting a more holistic approach to playgrounds 
at the project schools, as well as all elementary schools in the district.  That approach 
would include at minimum: 
 
        -Developing a Process 

-Determining Goals and Outcomes 
-Identifying Funding 

 
Groundbreaking: 
Due to weather, the previously planned groundbreaking ceremonies at the elementary 
school projects were cancelled.  Considering the current status of the projects, 
administration would like to discuss a celebration with Board and students in lieu of a 
“groundbreaking.” 


